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Religious Leaders’ Caravan of Reconciliation
September 11-25, 2011

Many press accounts of  the Clergy 
Beyond Borders (CBB) Caravan began 
with a variation of  this theme: “A priest, a 
rabbi, and an imam get onto a bus 
together – but it’s not a joke!” Local 
television accounts, print media, NPR 
affiliates, etc., reported that CBB’s visit 
with its multi-faith participants, brought a 
positive message to communities which 
have seen polarization and hate in recent 
days.         

The overall purpose of  the trip was to 
expose and confront current threats to 
American pluralism such as anti-Sharia 
legislation, prejudice and bigotry expressed 
against other religious groups. The 
Caravan brought programs and written 
resources to help interfaith activists 
respond to attacks on faith communities 
within the U.S., including Islamophobia, 
which continues to grow 10 years after 
9/11. CBB also brought a message to 
skeptics here and abroad (including the 
terrorists) who believe that America does 
not and will not practice what it preaches 
about respect for difference.

Beginning on the 10th anniversary of  
the terrorist attacks on America, CBB 
traveled across 3,200 miles of  highway, 
calling upon U.S. citizens to promote 

voices for pluralism and oppose the voices 
of  extremism in every faith community.   
Symbolically, the caravan kicked off  with 
prayer reflections offered on the steps of  
the U.S. Capitol building. Joining the 
participants and contributing blessings and 
hopes for its success were two public 
officials, the Chaplain of  the U.S. House of 
Representatives, Rev. Patrick Conroy, and 
the Honorable Paul Monteiro, Associate 
Director of  the White House Office of  
Public Engagement, who conveyed the 
wishes of  President Obama. At the 
conclusion of  the trip, Maryland Governor 
Martin O’Malley joined a welcome home 
program and reception in Frederick, 
Maryland, and presented a proclamation 
celebrating the achievements of  the 
Caravan.

Over 15 days of  visiting 18 cities in 11 
states, clergy participants and staff  traveled 
in a 12-passenger van filled with 
educational materials promoting dialogue, 
highlighting commonalities and messages 
advancing religious pluralism. The 32 
clergy participants were women and men 
who joined the Caravan at one time or 
another and represented a diverse 
spectrum of  voices in each of  the faiths 

that trace their origins to Abraham, Sarah, 
and Hagar.  

More than 6,000 people attended 
programs and tens of  thousands followed 
local news coverage of  the Caravan.

Al Jazeera Arabic Language TV 
broadcast several minutes of  coverage to

(Caravan continued on page 3)

Jewish, 
Christian and 
Muslim clergy 
prepare to 
pray as Clergy 
Beyond 
Borders kicks 
off the 
Caravan of 
Reconciliation 
on the steps 
of the U.S. 
Capitol on 
Sept. 12, 
2011. 

By Rabbi Gerald Serotta, Executive Director
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Caravan Itinerary: 

Harrisburg, Pa. 
Baltimore, Md.

Washington, D.C.
Richmond, Va.
Durham, NC
Charlotte, NC
Greenville, SC
Atlanta, Ga.

Chattanooga, TN
Nashville, TN

Murfreesboro, TN
Louisville, KY

Cincinnati, OH
Detroit, MI

 Dearborn, MI
Toledo, OH

Cleveland, OH
Mercersburg, Pa.
Frederick, Md.
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Caravan of 
Reconciliation’s Impact

“I was part of  the congregation of  
Christ United Methodist Church [in 
Chattanooga] and heard your 
presentation. I have undergone a lot of  
soul searching since then. I pray that 
people will seek to learn more about one 
another and not rely on hearsay (gossip) 
so we can see others as God does.” 

-Marcia R.

“Grateful that God is blessing your 
pilgrimage and Caravan. This is the kind 
of  work we all need and must support.”

-Rev. Keith, a Catholic priest 

“You see! I have been wondering if  
religions can get along. I saw you all 
talking and interacting as one team. It 
brought tears to my eyes. Thank you for 
coming to North Carolina and please 
come back.” 

-Fatimah

“I want to learn more about 
religions other than mine. I promise to 
read more about Islam and Christianity. 
I guess I need to know more things about 
my own religion too.”

-Sandra

A Taste of the 
World to Come
By Rabbi Amy Eilberg 

Our “Caravan of  Reconciliation” 
including rabbis, a Lutheran minister and 
our beloved imam, had arrived in 
Atlanta, Georgia for the weekend. We 
settled in to a beautiful Shabbat service at 
The Temple in Atlanta, where the senior 
rabbi was a former student of  our 
executive director. Already, the personal 
connections were deep and sweet.

Imam Yahya Hendi rose to deliver 
the sermon. He looked around the 
sanctuary, where 250 Jews greeted him 
with an air of  welcome expectation, and 
he began to cry. He told the group in a 
mixture of  Hebrew and English that he 
was deeply moved to be received so 
warmly. “My sisters and my brothers,” he 
said, fully aware of  the power of  his 
words, as a Palestinian-born imam 
addressing a Jewish congregation, “I love 
you all. We are one family.”

Sprinkling his sermon with 
references to Jewish liturgy, he spoke of  
the unity of  all people. “Shema Yisrael,” 
he said, “Hear O Israel,” referencing the 
most beloved prayer in all of  Jewish 
liturgy, “Adonai Eloheinu, Adonai 
Echad,” “The Lord our God, the Lord is 
One.” We are one, he asserted: Jews and 
Muslims, Christians, Hindus and 
Buddhists, Israelis and Palestinians, 
Muslims and Westerners, old and young, 
black, brown, white, red, and yellow.   
Together we can build a better nation 
and a better world.

His sermon was 
greeted by an ovation 
(unusual in a synagogue), 
rounds of  hugs and 
many tears. The Imam 
had won the hearts of  
this community of  Jews, 
and the synagogue was 
luminous with joy.

Next morning, my 
colleagues spoke at a 
public event at the 
Islamic Center of  North 
Fulton, in suburban 
Alpharetta, where a long 
negotiation with 
neighbors had broken 
down and the city council had 
unanimously rejected the Center’s 
downsized plan for expanding its 
facilities. This was sure to be an 
important meeting, but I needed to be at 
synagogue, and so, a bit lonely heading 
off  without my friends, I headed to 
Ahavath Achim, a synagogue I had often 
visited on past visits to Atlanta.

I challenged the congregation to 
remember that while we Jews have much 
experience being the religious minority 
most subject to discrimination, that 
dubious distinction now belongs to our 
Muslim brothers and sisters here in 
America. As Jews, I insisted, our 
obligation is to champion the rights of  
those facing oppression. Most of  all, I 
appealed to the rich tradition of  prayer 
for peace in Jewish texts.

My colleagues were heading into 
Tennessee, in which a debate rages about 
enacting “anti-shariah” legislation, 

prohibiting Muslims from following their 
own religious law in ritual matters, as do 
all religious groups in America. This was 
sure to be a challenging and fascinating 
leg of  the trip, but it was time for me to 
go home to attend to other obligations.

I was terribly sad to leave my 
treasured friends after our intense week-
long mission of  peace and interfaith 
education, with many precious hours of  
love, laughter, and prayer shared 
together. But I had tasted the blessing of  
living as one family across religious lines, 
a time rich with blessings.  Surely, this is 
how the world to come will taste.  But 
why wait till then? 

Rabbi Amy Eilberg is the first woman 
ordained as a Conservative rabbi by the Jewish 
Theological Seminary of  America. This column 
first appeared in The Star Tribune on Sept. 18. 
To read the entire column, visit 
www.startribune.com/local/yourvoices/
130096523.html 
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1 “...I had tasted 
the blessing of 
living as one 
family across 
religious lines, a 
time rich with 
blessings. Surely, 
this is how the 
world to come 
will taste.”
-Rabbi Amy Eilberg

Dr. Moiz Mumtaz, president of the Islamic 
Center of North Fulton, meets with a local 
Christian leader during an interfaith 
gathering organized by CBB at the Islamic 
Center of North Fulton in Alpharetta, Ga. 

http://www.startribune.com/local/yourvoices/130096523.html
http://www.startribune.com/local/yourvoices/130096523.html
http://www.startribune.com/local/yourvoices/130096523.html
http://www.startribune.com/local/yourvoices/130096523.html
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the millions of  people worldwide who watch the station 
for relevant news and analysis of  American society.

CBB offered programs ("From Fear to Faith: A Call for 
Positive Religious Pluralism in American Life") in mosques, 
churches, synagogues, theological seminaries, colleges and 
universities, secondary schools, and public interfaith venues 
like the Martin Luther King Jr. Center in Atlanta. The 
program title reflects the concept implicit in the name of  
Clergy Beyond Borders. Namely, that we do have meaningful 
and God-given borders between our various religious 
communities; however, we can reach across them by building 
bridges rather than walls between us.  

The Caravan also visited communities in 
Murfreesboro,Tennessee, and northern Fulton County, 
Georgia, where Muslim congregations have been prevented 
from building or expanding their facilities by a handful of  
bigoted local activists. In these solidarity visits, the public 
presentations galvanized interfaith support for the efforts of  
those within these local communities who are striving to fulfill 
their constitutional right to freedom of  worship.  

Tennessee is also one of  the states where legislation has 
been proposed in the State Legislature that “outlaws” Sharia, 
an essentially anti-American effort to stigmatize the values and 
practices of  one minority faith. Caravan leaders met with 
representatives of  the Tennessee State House in a valuable 
exchange of  ideas, which indicated that there are many good 
Tennesseans who have successfully resisted this effort. CBB 
confirmed their awareness that this is a well-financed national 
campaign by a few pseudo-experts. They assured us that with 
our support and good common sense there was a good chance 

to defeat 
these efforts, 
even though 
they are 
financed by 
powerful 
interests from outside of  the state. Both in this case and where 
there have been local efforts against Muslim communities, 
CBB leaders offered to return with educational programs or 
as part of  efforts to resolve conflicts.

The Caravan brought more than information and 
inspiration. In addition to listening to panels, lectures and 
workshops, a majority of  participants signed two documents.  
The first became a scroll of  individually written prayers and 
blessings in dozens of  languages that we brought back to 
Washington and hope to share with public officials including 
President Obama. Written by children, students, adults and 
senior citizens, the sentiments on this scroll offer testimony to 
the hopes for peace and solidarity among all Americans. 
Hundreds of  individuals also signed a “pledge and a promise” 
to learn more about faiths different from their own, to educate 
their children and others in their community, and to challenge 
and interrupt bigotry when they hear it or see it expressed.

Each of  our religions demand a respectful approach to 
other faith communities, not simply tolerance. Tolerance can 
sometimes mean, "I hate your guts, but I will tolerate you if  I 
have to." CBB’s Caravan sought a higher value, expressed as,  
"I celebrate our differences and I can learn from your 
tradition in order to strengthen my own.”

Caravan Highlights
From Fear to Faith
(Caravan continued from page 1)
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“Hoping that God 
will place between 
you and those who 
have enmity, love 
and mercy.” 
(Translation of the 
written Arabic, far 
right).

From left to right: 
Rabbi Alana Suskin, 
Imam Adbullah 
Antepli, Gov. Martin 
O’Malley (D), Imam 
Yahya Hendi and 
Rabbi Gerald 
Serotta at Clergy 
Beyond Borders 
“homecoming,” 
Sept. 25 at St. 
Katharine Drexel 
Church in Frederick, 
Maryland. (Photo 
courtesy of the 
Office of the 
Governor).
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Clergy Beyond Borders 'stand 
together' at MTSU

Written by Doug Davis 
12:21 AM, Sep. 20, 2011 

MURFREESBORO — A panel of four men 
and one woman, including two ordained 
rabbis, two imams and an ordained Methodist 
minister, discussed the topic "From Fear to 
Faith: Advancing Religious Pluralism in 
America," before a crowd of around 75 
students, faculty and community members at 
MTSU Monday night.

NASHVILLE, TN (WSMV) - An interfaith 
group on a 15-city tour stopped in 
Murfreesboro Monday night, speaking on the 
importance of religious tolerance.
Murfreesboro has been embroiled in 
controversy over the building of an Islamic 
center. An Islamic Imam told the crowd at 
Middle Tennessee State University that he is 
proud to be an American citizen, where the 
rights of all religions are and must be 
protected.
"We are here not only to protect the Muslim 
Community of America, we are also here to 
protect the Christians of America and the 
Jews of America and the Buddhists of 
America and the Hindus of America," said 
Imam Yahya Hendi. The Clergy Beyond 
Borders tour has covered nine cities so far 
and traveled 1,500 miles.

Interfaith Group Visits Furman in Honor of 
Sept. 11

September 14, 2011

The interfaith group Clergy Beyond Borders 
visits Furman University’s Daniel Chapel 
Wednesday to share message of acceptance and 
no fear.  
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“I’ve been a parishioner here for 40 years – this is 
unquestionably the best day in that 40 years. It’s 
inspiring to find out how many things all the 
world’s great religions agree on.” – member of  
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Cathedral in Harrisburg, 
Pa., 9/11/11

“I am 43 and all I know is my own Islamic religion. Yes, I do 
promise to study the Jewish faith and Christianity to learn 
about what we have in common.” -Qadeer

“You taught me how to be a good American and 
how to be a respectful Christian...you made me 
feel proud of  who I am.” -Chris
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Maryland Gov. Martin O’Malley and Rev. Brenda Girton-
Mitchell (Director, Center for Faith-Based and 
Neighborhood Partnerships, U.S. Dept. of  Education), sign 
CBB’s scroll in Frederick, Maryland. (Photo courtesy of  the 
Office of  the Governor).
Photo right: Maryland Governor’s proclamation to CBB.

Photos above, left to right: CBB panel at Middle Tennessee 
State University in Murfreesboro; interfaith clergy workshop with 
Durham Congregations In Action in Durham, NC.
Photos below, left to right: CBB meeting with students at Xavier 
University in Cincinnati, OH; event poster from MLK Jr. Center in 
Atlanta, Ga.; Rabbinical student Anne Feibelman at Mercersburg 
Academy chapel in Mercersburg, Pa. 
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Dear Friends,

My best greetings of  peace come to you as we conclude 
our 3,200-mile Caravan of  Reconciliation tour. Let me just say 
that this undertaking was the best I ever did in my life. It told 
me that the state of  our union is strong and that our religions 
are indeed united for justice and peace for all.

For me, clergy who lead with a moral vision are our heroes. 
The message that our Caravan of  clergy delivered was specific:  

                                                                                              
1) We must not give in to the temptations of  hate and bigotry.     
2) We must preach love of  neighbor.                                           
3) We must call on America to heal from any wounds of  
division.                                                                                       
4) We do not water down the unique dogmas that separate us, 
yet, we speak of  how to celebrate differences.

One of  the most memorable experiences of  the Caravan 
was meeting a 93 year-old Jewish women at Fairmount Temple 
in Cleveland, OH. After Sabbath services, she said to me, “I 
never wanted to die without seeing my siblings in my home. 
After seeing and hearing you all, now my life is complete.” 

The caravan reminded our country of  the need to witness 
to a kingdom of  inclusion and accommodation and the                                    
need to stand against our co-religionists when they speak of  

hate in our names. Neither is Shariah a threat to the USA nor 
is Halakhah or Christian ethics if  properly understood as a 
means to make God’s love and guidance accessible by all.

It is my firm belief  that for peace to exist in our 
communities we need to embrace our common humanity and 
ideals. We also need to engage with interreligious dialogue 
because it is a must to protect our country and world from 
those who want us as enemies. I believe that unity and 
interfaith dialogue are a matter of  national security.

Let me just say that this is just the first of  many caravans to 
come. The ride for healing America and our world has just 
begun. Our hopes are up. Our dreams are real. Our faith is 
strong for with faith we can move mountains and turn walls of  
separation into tables of  dialogue. We are coming together as 
Jews, Christians and Muslims to find common ground and 
build bridges for a prophetic voice of  sanity and compassion.

Until we meet again, many blessings to you all.

Imam Yahya Hendi
President
Clergy Beyond Borders

A Message from Clergy Beyond Borders
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Clergy Beyond Borders

A Pledge and Promise of  Respect for Global Humanity

     I/we pledge to do the following with prayerful attention:

 1) Educate myself  about other religious traditions to learn as much 
as I can about my neighbor’s faith by reading, watching videos or 
inviting a speaker to my house of  worship, etc. 

 2) Use the knowledge which I have gained to encourage others to 
learn more. Then we will be able to interrupt hateful or bigoted 
remarks when we hear them spoken or see them in writing.                                                                                                             

3) Participate in and support interfaith programs of  engagement and
social justice (e.g., tutoring or environmental clean-up).                                                                                                                    

4) Support efforts for young people to learn about and connect with
 those of  other faiths and look toward a better future for our society.                                                                                               

5) Uphold American values that guarantee freedom of  speech and 
religion as enshrined in our Constitution.

6) Share this "pledge and promise" with at least 5 of  my friends 
and associates.

Clergy Beyond Borders Board of Directors:

Imam Yahya Hendi - President
Rabbi Gerald Serotta - Executive Director 

Imam Mohamad Bashar Arafat
Imam Talal Eid

Imam Abdullah Antepli
Rabbi Nancy Fuchs-Kreimer

Rabbi Marc Gopin
Rabbi Amy Eilberg

Rev. Dr. Adam Bunnell
Rev. Michael Kuchinsky

Rev. Carole Crumley
Fr. Constantine White

Clergy Beyond Borders
P.O. Box 1976

Frederick, Maryland 21702

www.clergybeyondborders.org
 info@clergybeyondborders.org 

Join us on Facebook (Clergy Beyond Borders) and 
Twitter (1Ark1Humanity) or visit our blog 

(clergybeyondborders.wordpress.com). 

mailto:info@clergybeyondborders.org
mailto:info@clergybeyondborders.org

